


















Covenant
(continued)

we love ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40). We live out our participation in
the new covenant in terms of the new commandment that we love one
another as Christ loved us (John 13: 34-35). The new covenant is a life
of love that we share with Christ and with each other in Christ's name.
Christian initiation takes place in terms of the baptismal covenant,
which is renewed at Confirmation.

Credence
Table

Small tables near the altar that hold the alms
basins and vessels used during Holy
Communion.

Creed The term, from the Latin credo, "I believe," is a concise and formal
statement of basic beliefs about God. The historic creeds of
Christendom include the Apostles' Creed and the Nicene Creed, both of
which are used by the Episcopal Church. The text of the Apostles'
Creed can be traced to the set of questions that were asked of
candidates for baptism at Rome around the end of the second century,
which explains its important role in the Renewal of Baptismal vows
that are made during Baptism.
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Crosier A bishop's pastoral staff, a symbol of leadership
and pastoral authority. Also spelled crozier.

Cross The central symbol of the Christian faith representing Jesus' offering
and sacrifice of his life. The cross symbolizes the Christian life,
especially in terms of love, generosity, and sacrifice. The cross itself
was a vertical stake that often had a horizontal piece attached near the
top. Death on a cross was extreme torture. Crosses are used in
Christian are and architecture, and worn as an expression of personal
piety. Crosses are found in a variety of shapes and sizes. The Latin
cross, with its elongated base, is perhaps the most common. The arms
of the Greek cross are equal in length. A crucifix is a cross with a figure
of the crucified Christ. A Christus Rex is a cross with a figure of the
risen Christ in glory. The Jerusalem cross is a cross with four small
crosses in between the arms of the larger cross.

Crossing The area of a cruciform-shaped church where the vertical and
horizontal arms of the cross intersect. See chancel, choir, sanctuary,
nave and transept.

Crucifer The acolyte who carries the cross in processions.



Crucifix A cross bearing the image of Christ crucified, either in agony or in
triumph (Christus Rex).

Cruciform A term used frequently in architecture to describe a church that has
been built in the shape of a cross, most often the Latin cross. The term
may apply to anything that is cross-shaped. See also transept

Cruets Two small vessels of silver or glass used for
unconsecrated water and wine for Holy
Communion. They are placed on the credence
table.

Curate The assistant clergy in a parish or mission.

Daily Office See Canonical Hours

Deacon
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The first and lowest order of the ministry. The first
deacon is considered to be St. Stephen. (Acts 6:5) In the
early church deacons ministered to the poor and needy.
As an symbol of their ordination status, deacons wear a
stole crosswise over the left shoulder and under the right
arm.

Dean The presiding minister of a cathedral, originally the head of ten
cathedral canons. Also, the president of a convocation or deanery; or
the head of the faculty of a college or seminary.

Denomination Denomination, in the Christian sense of the word, is an identifiable
religious body using a common name and functioning with common
structures and/ or doctrine. Catholicism and Protestantism are two of
the main branches with the latter further subdivided into
denominations such as Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, etc.

Diocese The territorial jurisdiction of a diocesan bishop and by extension refers
to the congregations and church members included in the diocese.
Before the church adopted the word it had a long history of secular
usage that continues in use in states such as Louisiana.

Dossal The hanging, usually of silk or of tapestry, behind an altar. The color
may be neutral or change with the church season. See Liturgical Colors

Doxology Greater Doxology see Gloria

Lesser Doxology see Gloria patri

Dust Cover A white cotton cloth that is placed over the fair linen to protect it when
the altar is not in use.



Easter The feast of Christ's resurrection. Faith in Jesus' resurrection on the
Sunday or third day following his crucifixion is at the heart of Christian
belief. Easter occurs on the first Sunday after the full moon on or after
the vernal equinox. Easter always falls between March 22 and April 25
inclusive.

Easter Vigil The liturgy intended as the first and arguably, the primary celebration
of Easter is also known as the Great Vigil. The service begins in
darkness, sometime between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on
Easter, and consists of four parts: 1) The Service of Light (kindling of
new fire, lighting the Paschal candle, the Exsultet); 2) The Service of
Lessons (readings from the Hebrew Scriptures interspersed with
psalms, canticles, and prayers); 3) Christian Initiation (Holy Baptism)
or the Renewal of Baptismal Vows; and the 4) Eucharist. Through this
liturgy, the church remembers the manner in which the early
Christians celebrated the Easter feast when believers would gather in
the hours of darkness to hear scripture and offer prayer. This night-
long service of prayerful watching anticipated both the baptisms that
would come at first light followed by the Easter Eucharist. Easter was
the primary baptismal occasion for the early church to the practical
exclusion of all others because this practice linked the significance of
Christ's dying and rising to the understanding of baptism.
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Elevation The Elevation refers to the celebrant's gesture of lifting the elements of
bread and wine by the during the Eucharist.

Entrance Rite The entrance rite is the first part of the service when the worshiping
community gathers for the celebration of the Eucharist. It is designed
to prepare the congregation for the liturgy of the word. Until the fourth
or fifth centuries, the Eucharistic liturgy typically began with the
celebrant's salutation and the first reading, however, as Christian
worship became more formalized, entrance rites became more
elaborate with the ministers entering in procession carrying the gospel
book.

Epiphany January 6, the Christian feast commemorating the revelation of Jesus
to humanity represented by the visit of the Magi. An epiphany refers to
gaining insight into the reality or meaning of something, which is often
initiated by some simple or commonplace occurrence or experience.
The Twelve days of Christmas begin with Christmas and end on
January 5, the day before the Epiphany.

Episcopal Churches having episcopal polity are governed by bishops who have
authority over dioceses in both sacramental and political matters.
Bishops perform ordinations, confirmations and consecrations. The
bishop also supervises the clergy of the diocese and represents the
diocese in the hierarchy of the church. During the early history of
Church, the episcopal form of governance was the only form known to
Christianity. This changed at the time of the Reformation when the



Episcopal
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majority of Protestant churches elected to organize by either
congregational or presbyterian church polities. The principal
Protestant denominations with an episcopal structure include:
Anglican, Episcopal, Methodist and Lutheran churches.

Episcopal
Church

The Episcopal Church is the official name of the Province of the
Anglican Communion in the United States. The church was organized
shortly after the American Revolution when it was forced to break with
the Church of England on penalty of treason. Thus it became the first
autonomous Anglican province outside the British Isles.

Epistle Side See Gospel Side

Eucharist
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The Eucharist or Holy Eucharist is the sacrament of Christ's body and
blood, and the principal act of Christian worship. The term is from the
Greek, "thanksgiving." Jesus instituted the Eucharist "on the night
when he was betrayed." At the Last Supper he shared the bread and
cup of wine with his disciples. He identified the bread with his body
and the wine with his blood of the new covenant. Jesus commanded
his disciples to "do this" in remembrance of him. Holy Eucharist is
divided into two main sections with the first part designated as the
Word of God, which includes the entrance rite, the lessons and gradual
psalm, the gospel, the sermon, the Nicene Creed, the prayers of the
people, the confession of sin and absolution, and the peace. The second
portion of the service is designated the Holy Communion. It includes
the offertory, the consecration of the bread and wine in the Great
Thanksgiving, the communion of the people, and the concluding
prayers of thanksgiving, blessing and dismissal. The Eucharist is also
called Lord's Supper, Holy Communion, the Divine Liturgy, the Mass,
and the Great Offertory.

Evening
Prayer

Evening Prayer has been the title for the Evening Office in Anglican
worship since the 1552 revision of the Prayer Book. Evening Prayer
may begin with an opening sentence of scripture and with the
confession of sin. The office continues with a selection from the
Psalter, readings from scripture followed by canticles (typically the
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis), the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer,
a set of suffrages, one or more collects, and the dismissal. Evening
Prayer may also include an office hymn or anthem, the General
Thanksgiving, a Prayer of St. Chrysostom, and a concluding sentence
of scripture.

Ewer A silver pitcher used to hold the water for the baptismal font.

Exsultet The Exsultet or Exultet, also known as the Easter Proclamation, is the
traditional Latin rite hymn of praise intoned by the deacon or priest
after the procession with the Paschal Candle at the beginning of
theLiturgy of the Word in the Easter Vigil. It is used in Roman Catholic
and Anglican Churches as well as by other Western Christian
denominations.





Font A basin for holding the water for baptism.
The basin, which is also called the
Baptismal Font, often is located at the top
of a pedestal made of stone, metal or
wood.

Footpace The platform or base (predella) upon which the
altar rests and on which the priest stands when
celebrating Holy Eucharist.

Fraction The breaking of bread for communion in remembrance of Christ
breaking bread at the Last Supper. The fraction follows the Lord's
Prayer and is done in silence that continues until the celebrant
replaces the broken bread on the paten. The celebrant then breaks the
bread for distribution, which may be accompanied by a fraction
anthem.
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Frontal Floor length parament for the front of the altar. A
shorter parament called Superfrontal hangs
approximately 8 to 10 inches down from the top
of the altar.

Genuflect A gesture of reverence in worship involving touching a knee briefly to
the floor while holding the upper body upright, and then returning to a
standing position. It is not required by the Prayer Book at any time. In
some parishes it is a customary gesture of reverence for Christ's real
presence in the consecrated Eucharistic elements of bread and wine.
Genuflections are often customary in parishes with an Anglo-catholic
piety. Genuflections may be seen as people enter or leave a church, or
the seating area of a church, or the vicinity of a tabernacle where the
Blessed Sacrament is reserved. The celebrant and assisting ministers
may genuflect at the end of the Eucharistic prayer or after the words of
institution concerning each element in the Eucharistic prayer.
Genuflection has also been associated with veneration of the cross at
the Good Friday liturgy and with the affirming of the Incarnation in
the Nicene Creed.

Gesture Stylized motions of the body, especially those involving the arms and
hands, during worship. Along with postures, these natural and
instinctive motions express in a nonverbal way the meaning of the
action. Over time many gestures that originally were made by all the
people came to be made only by the presider. More recent liturgical
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reform has included the tendency to restore these gestures to
everyone. Principal gestures and postures in Christian liturgy are: 1)
Orans, lifting hands in prayer; 2) sign of the cross, made especially
with the right thumb on the forehead or with the right hand on the
forehead, chest, and shoulders; 3) standing for praise and kneeling for
confession; 4) bowing in reverence; 5) genuflection, or bending the
knee, in reverence; 6) kiss of peace, sign of greeting and reconciliation;
7) elevation of the elements, offering them to God or showing them to
the people; 8) extending the hands in greeting, as at "The Lord be with
you"; 9) laying on of hands (or extending them over persons), a sign of
blessing and authorization, as in Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination,
and other sacramental acts.

Girdle A rope, usually made of white cotton, which is tied
around the waist over the alb. As part of the
Eucharistic vestments, it represents the cords with
which Christ was bound in his Passion.

Gloria
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Gloria in excelsis is Latin for "Glory in the highest," which is a short
hymn of praise to the Trinity. Its opening verse is based on the song of
the angels to the shepherds at the time of Jesus' birth, as reported in
Luke 2:14. It is known as the "Angelic Hymn." or Greater Doxology,
distinguishing it from the Gloria Patri, or the "Lesser Doxology."

Gloria Patri A short acclamation of praise to the Trinity. "Glory to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen." The term is from the opening words of the
acclamation in Latin. The Gloria Patri is also known as the "Lesser
Doxology," distinguishing it from the Gloria in excelsis, the "Greater
Doxology."

Gospel
Procession

The practice of reading the Holy Gospel from the center of the
congregation has a long history filled with special meaning. Scriptural
references include John 1:14, "the Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us". The Gospel Procession also is symbolic of the
Church's mission to take the Gospel into all the world. Just before the
reading, the crucifer leads the Gospel Procession from the chancel into
the midst of the nave. The procession usually includes acolytes
carrying processional candles, which are symbolic of bringing the light
of scripture into the world. The Gospel Book is carried by an acolyte or
by the gospeler, who is the individual designated to read the Gospel.

Gospel Side A once-popular and now archaic term referring to the left side of the
altar and, by extension, to the left side of the church building as viewed
by the congregation from the nave. The gospel was read from this side
of the altar in the low mass of the Roman Rite while the epistle was
read from the opposite side of the altar, which was known as
the"Epistle Side." This usage made its way into Anglican practice in the
second half of the nineteenth century after the revival of ceremonial







Lay Reader A lay person licensed by the bishop to lead public worship under the
direction of the member of the clergy in charge of the congregation.
Upon special circumstances and conditions a lay reader may read
certain of the church services and sermons in the absence of clergy.

Lectern The stand or reading desk upon which the Bible is placed and from
which the Scripture lessons are read. It is located on the left side of the
chancel.

Lectionary An ordered schedule for reading the Holy Scriptures at the Eucharist
and the Daily Offices. The Lectionary in the Book of Common Prayer
and other contemporary lectionaries use a three-year cycle, referred to
as Years A, B, and C. Year A begins on the First Sunday in Advent in
years evenly divisible by three (e.g., 2001). The Daily Office lectionary
follows a two-year cycle. Year One begins on the First Sunday in
Advent preceding odd-numbered years and Year Two even-numbered
years. In the Eucharistic lectionary the Gospel According to Matthew is
read in Year A, Mark in Year B, and Luke in Year C. The Gospel
According to John is used during Lent and Easter, and on some
Sundays in Year B, since Mark is shorter than the other gospels.
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Lector A lay person trained in reading scripture who is appointed by the
clergy in charge of the congregation to read lessons or lead the prayers
of the people. The term is from the Latin, "to read."

Lent Early Christians observed "a season of penitence and fasting" in
preparation for the Paschal feast, or Pascha. The season now known as
Lent (from an Old English word meaning "spring," the time of
lengthening days) has a long history. Eventually this fast became
attached to another fast of forty days in imitation of Christ's fasting in
the wilderness. The forty-day fast was especially important for
converts to the faith who were preparing for baptism. In the western
church the forty days of Lent extends from Ash Wednesday through
Holy Saturday, omitting Sundays.

Lesser
Doxology

See Gloria patri

Liturgical
Colors

The use of colors designating seasons and feasts dates from the twelfth
century in western Europe. Today, most Anglican and Episcopal
churches follow modern Roman Catholic practice, sometimes mixed
with medieval Sarum use. Liturgical colors include white or gold for
Christmas, Easter, other feasts (except those of martyrs), marriages,
and funerals; blue or violet for Advent; violet or Lenten array for
Lent; red for Holy Week, martyrs, the Day of Pentecost, and
ordinations; green for the ordinary time after the Epiphany and after
the Day of Pentecost.



Liturgical
Year

The liturgical year, also known as the Church Year / Christian Year,
consists of the cycle of liturgical seasons that determines when feasts
are to be observed and which portions of Scripture are to be read.
Specified colors are used for vestments and hangings in connection
with the different seasons. Although the dates of the festivals vary
somewhat between the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and
Protestant churches, the sequence of commemorations and logic are
the same.

Liturgy The church's public worship of God. The term is derived from Greek
words for "people" and "work." The church's public worship of God is
the work of the Christian people. The term "liturgy" may refer to the
rites or texts that order the church's worship.

Magi The wise men, three by tradition, who paid homage to the infant Jesus.
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Magnificat This song of praise, also known as "The Song of Mary," is from the
account in Luke 1:46-55 of Mary's visit to her relative Elizabeth when
Mary was pregnant with Jesus and Elizabeth was pregnant with John
the Baptist. The term is from the opening words of the passage in the
Latin Vulgate, Magnificat anima mea Dominum ("My soul magnifies
the Lord"). The Magnificat is the traditional canticle of vespers. The
1979 Book of Common Prayer permits use of the Magnificat at both
Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. It may also be used at the Act of
Thanksgiving in the Thanksgiving for the Birth or Adoption of a Child.

Maniple A scarf or short stole, which hangs from the left
arm as part of the Eucharistic vestments;
originally a napkin.

Martyr There are two categories of saints: martyrs and confessors. Martyrs are
regarded as those who died in the service of the Lord while confessors
are individuals who died natural deaths.

Mass A term for the Holy Eucharist that is used primarily by Anglicans,
Roman Catholics, and Lutherans. It appeared as a part of the title of
the service in the first Book of Common Prayer of 1549. It is derived
from the Latin missa, which is from mittere, "to send." The term
comes from a part of the dismissal text in the medieval Latin Mass, Ite,
missa est, "Go, it is finished".










